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Willingly going into captivity, it’s not a popular thought, today.  Has it ever been? 
 
I was listening to Pastor Bill Randles’ sermon, “The Last Days of Judah - 2 Kings 23-25”.  He 
explained, even through there was forgiveness for the repentant kings of Israel, God’s judgment of 
captivity was not taken away from God’s people.  Israel (Judah) was directed, by God, to willingly 
submit to captivity.  If they did, God would ultimately deliver them, if they didn’t, God would 
destroy them.   
 
In the captivity, God directed them to develop a life, be a blessing, and seek and pray for peace 
where they were held captive.  God said… for in the peace thereof shall ye have peace. 
 
This message was relayed through the Prophet, Jeremiah. 
 
In particular, I looked at...  
 
Jeremiah 29 1Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem 
unto the residue of the elders which were carried away captives, and to the priests, and to the 
prophets, and to all the people whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive from Jerusalem to 
Babylon;                         4  Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, unto all that are carried 
away captives, whom I have caused to be carried away from Jerusalem unto Babylon;5 Build ye 
houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them;6 Take ye wives, and beget 
sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons, and give your daughters to husbands, that they 
may bear sons and daughters; that ye may be increased there, and not diminished.7 And seek the 
peace of the city whither I have caused you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the LORD for 
it: for in the peace thereof shall ye have peace.                       11 For I know the thoughts that I think 
toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.12 Then 
shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you.13 And ye shall 
seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.14 And I will be found of you, 
saith the LORD: and I will turn away your captivity, and I will gather you from all the nations, and 
from all the places whither I have driven you, saith the LORD; and I will bring you again into the 
place whence I caused you to be carried away captive. [Jeremiah 24 1 The LORD shewed me, and, 
behold, two baskets of figs were set before the temple of the LORD, after that Nebuchadrezzar king 
of Babylon had carried away captive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, and the princes of 
Judah, with the carpenters and smiths, from Jerusalem, and had brought them to Babylon.        
                          4 Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,5 Thus saith the LORD, the God of 
Israel; Like these good figs, so will I acknowledge them that are carried away captive of Judah, 
whom I have sent out of this place into the land of the Chaldeans for their good.6 For I will set mine 
eyes upon them for good, and I will bring them again to this land: and I will build them, and not pull 
them down; and I will plant them, and not pluck them up.7 And I will give them an heart to know 
me, that I am the LORD: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God: for they shall return 
unto me with their whole heart.].                         16 Know that thus saith the LORD of the king that 
sitteth upon the throne of David, and of all the people that dwelleth in this city, and of your 
brethren that are not gone forth with you into captivity;17 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I 
will send upon them the sword, the famine, and the pestilence, and will make them like vile figs, 
that cannot be eaten, they are so evil [Jeremiah 24 8 And as the evil figs, which cannot be eaten, 
they are so evil; surely thus saith the LORD, So will I give Zedekiah the king of Judah, and his princes, 
and the residue of Jerusalem, that remain in this land, and them that dwell in the land of Egypt: 
9 And I will deliver them to be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth for their hurt, to be a 
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reproach and a proverb, a taunt and a curse, in all places whither I shall drive them.10 And I will 
send the sword, the famine, and the pestilence, among them, till they be consumed from off the 
land that I gave unto them and to their fathers.]. 
 
Has the message changed for us, today? 
 
I’m still learning… subject to correction… checkout the scriptures in context to verify for yourself. 
 
Did not Jesus come to set us free? 
 
Luke 4 17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had 
opened the book, he found the place where it was written,18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the 
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty them that are bruised,19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 
 
What was the reaction when He did come?  Were the Jews still fighting the message of Jeremiah 
trying to cast-off captivity?  
 
Those attempting to cast-off the bands of bondage (i.e. the Roman rule) when Jesus walked the 
Earth, could not recognize Him as the Redeemer of Israel.  We read it in the Gospels.  The Jewish 
religious experts of the day… the High Priest, the Pharisees, and Sadducees could not recognize the 
King of the Jews.  They sent Him up to be crucified.  In prison, John the Baptist questioned who 
Jesus was.  Peter sliced off the ear of Jesus’ captor, and then he went on to deny knowing Jesus and 
cursing about it (Matthew 16:21-23; 11:1-6; 26:50-52, 73-75; John 18:25-27). 
 
Jesus didn’t fit their ideal of a King victoriously redeeming them for Roman oppression and bondage 
while He was among them.  They couldn’t cast it off.  So, did they reject, rebel, or doubt God’s 
solution to their captivity—a crucified, resurrected, and ascended Jesus Christ to return as Christ 
Jesus to redeem them in the future when God the Father was ready (Acts 1:5-7)?.  Was it because 
Jesus wasn’t willing to setup God’s Kingdom when they thought He should, in their timing?  They 
wanted it, now!  Much like we want to be relieved from testing and trials, today. 
 
Naturally, no one likes captivity and bondage.  Those that have tasted a somewhat free-society, 
rigorously reject captivity.  Is it ultimately, profitable? 
 
Even as the resurrected Savior, Redeemer, the High Priest over the House of God, King of kings, 
seated at the right hand of God the Father, did He completely remove the judgment of…  
 
Genesis 3 15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her 
seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.16 Unto the woman he said, I will greatly 
multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire 
shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast 
hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, 
saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all 
the days of thy life;18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb 
of the field;19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out 
of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. 
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Even though the battle with the serpent was talking about Jesus Christ’s victory at the Cross, snakes 
still bite us and we crush their heads to kill them.  It’s the fear of the poison that comes from their 
head that can kill us, right around that “forked tongue” they flick at us.  (Much like the double 
tongued false teacher.)  Women still have labor pains, life is a struggle, and our bodies leak-glory 
until we face our sentence of judgment at the grave.  I’ve not seen a believer or unbeliever escape 
this.  Like it or not, in this world, we’re still held captive to what took place at the Garden of Eden. 
 
Isaiah 57 1The righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it to heart: and merciful men are taken 
away, none considering that the righteous is taken away from the evil to come.2 He shall enter into 
peace: they shall rest in their beds, each one walking in his uprightness. [Revelation 6:9-11;12:10-
12;14:12-13] 
 
[Through death, salvation is found.  The Saint, the disciple of Jesus Christ, experiences the death of 
baptism into Jesus Christ sufferings, i.e. our “old man” is killed and buried so our “new man” can be 
resurrected alive in Jesus Christ.  After, there’s death to walking in the flesh to flourish Life of 
walking in the Holy Spirit, the Life of Christ, i.e. take up our cross and die daily and follow Christ as a 
“new man”.  Last, we’ll face death of our corrupted body one last time to see Life resurrected to be 
in the presence of the glory of the God of Israel, forever (Romans 6:3-5; Colossians 2:11-13; John 
12:24-26).] 
 
Did not Jesus Christ promise His disciples struggle and suffering (John 15:17-19; 16:32-33; Matthew 
10:21-23; 37-39; Luke 12:51-53; Micah 7:5-7; Jeremiah 9:4-6)? 
 
Did not the Apostles say the same (2 Timothy 2:3-4; 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:8-10; Romans 8:17-19)? 
 
Is it not through our patience, endurance, faithfulness through the hardship of trials that… possess 
ye your souls? 
 
Luke 21 12 But before all these, they shall lay their hands on you, and persecute you, delivering you 
up to the synagogues, and into prisons, being brought before kings and rulers for my name's 
sake.13 And it shall turn to you for a testimony.14 Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to meditate 
before what ye shall answer:15 For I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries 
shall not be able to gainsay nor resist.16 And ye shall be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, 
and kinsfolks, and friends; and some of you shall they cause to be put to death.17 And ye shall be 
hated of all men for my name's sake.18 But there shall not an hair of your head perish.19 In your 
patience possess ye your souls. 

 
Jesus didn’t remove us.  Are we in, but not of, this cursed, corrupted, and fallen world (John 17:14-
16)?  Is this all another way of saying… God left is in, or subjects us to, captivity? 
 
Are we not to develop a life, be fruitful and productive, be profitable, be honest, and be a blessing 
to our captors while we’re here? 
 
Matthew 5:38-48 39 But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on 
thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.40 And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away 
thy coat, let him have thy cloak also.41 And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him 
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twain.42 Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou 
away.43 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine 
enemy.44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 
 
Philippians 2 3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each 
esteem other better than themselves.4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man also 
on the things of others.5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:6 Who, being in the 
form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:7 But made himself of no reputation, and 
took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:8 And being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross. 
 
According to Jeremiah 29, would Israel find peace by doing something similar? 7 And seek the peace 
of the city whither I have caused you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the LORD for it: for 
in the peace thereof shall ye have peace. 
 
Will we find peace by doing the same?  
 
1 Peter 3 10 For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his 
lips that they speak no guile:11 Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue 
it.12 For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but 
the face of the Lord is against them that do evil. 
 
Romans 12 16 Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to 
men of low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits.17 Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide 
things honest in the sight of all men.18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with 
all men.19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, 
Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.20 Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he 
thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head.21 Be not overcome of 
evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 
Hebrews 12 14 Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the 
Lord:15 Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing 
up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled; 
 
Matthew 6 12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.13 And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever. Amen.14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive 
you:15 But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 
 
Did not Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego give us an example of this?  As exiled Jews, they 
blessed the king of Babylon by their service.  However, they didn’t compromise their faith by 
committing the sin of idolatry, worshiping other gods that Babylon did.  They were in but not of 
their world.  They staked their lives, or rather, trusted their deliverance from the travail and 
persecution of their captivity to the God of Israel.  And, He delivered them from the furnace and 
lion’s den.  Jesus Christ does deliver His faithful from evil throughout our life and will again when 
He returns for us. 
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Was not Noah and his family saved by captivity in a boat?  And, to “jump ship”, would have meant 
their destruction.  Those that willingly submitted to captivity repopulated the Earth.  Those that 
didn’t, had no part in the future. 
 
Were not Jacob and his family, Israel, saved from famine by submitting to captivity in Egypt (which 
represents the world) where they found food and favor?  They survived to have a future.  When it 
turned to abusive bondage, did not the God of Israel deliver them out of Egypt?  And, He would’ve 
delivered them to the Promised Land when He wanted to, but, they tried to cast-off the captivity of 
the desert, which led them into more captivity of the desert.  Did they reject… short-term captivity 
in the world leads to long-term freedom in the Promised Land, if one willingly submits to God in it. 
 
The challenge is, in captivity, it seems long-term, if not hopeless, unless, one sets their eyes on the 
God of Israel, His promises to us through Jesus Christ (Colossians 3:1-3). 
 
Does not the description of… strangers and pilgrims on the earth… express captivity?  Was the 
account of Abraham and the others willing to suffer, the evidence of waiting patiently in captivity 
in hope of their deliverance from their bondage?  Was this not called, faith? 
 
Hebrews 11 13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar 
off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and 
pilgrims on the earth.                          16 But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: 
wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city. 
 
Psalm 34 18 The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a 
contrite spirit. 19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them 
all. 
 
Does it take a broken heart and a contrite (crushed) spirit to submit in captivity? 
 
Did not the Firstborn set the tone for His followers? 
 
Matthew 8: 19 And a certain scribe came, and said unto him, Master, I will follow thee 
whithersoever thou goest.20 And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air 
have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. 
 
Of course, the Father God delivered His Son from the captivity of this world and the grave restoring 
Him to the glory and honor He previously had with the Father (John 17:4-5,23-24; Acts 2:32-
34;7:55-56). 
 
Where am I going with this? 
 
Today, we still hear… reach out and grab what’s yours.  Grab your rights.  Grab the healing, money, 
and dominion you’re entitled to.  Cast-off your bondage.  Those preventing you from seizing your 
“oyster”, give ‘em the boot. 
 
The message may come from the pulpit, new age gurus, mystical gyrators, positive minded 
hustlers, or the world in general, but it’s the same message of… reach out, create, and grab… your 
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best life now.  The attempt is to fight off the heaviness, darkness, and pain of the captivity of this 
world.  That which we’ll experience, forever… if we don’t trust the Lord as our Redeemer and 
Deliverer from the captivity of today and tomorrow (Matthew 6:33-34). 
 
It may be the social justice gospel, the environmental gospel, save the planet gospel, save the 
animals gospel, save the lifestyle gospel, save the people from pain gospel, save the sin gospel, or 
the rescue the world for Jesus gospel—it’s all an attempt to redeem the world at all costs.  To cast-
off the bondage of the cursed world the God of Israel has left us to live in until Christ Jesus returns 
to redeem His people (Mark 8:34-38).  Is it wrong to have the desire to be redeemed?  No.  But, 
Christ Jesus is the Redeemer, we’re not.  He’s God, we’re not. 
 
We find ourselves thinking at times, if we just get the right candidate in political office, they may 
sway the crowd to right behavior, they might convince the wolves to back off and oppression could 
be cast-off.  If we can just get the right career, right spouse, right circumstance(s), and right 
knowledge, we can live fulfilled, look self-important, seem superior to the poor, “ignorant”, and 
struggling… to possess the pride of life. 
 
I’ve spent many years chasing the promises of the world to one degree or another.  The gnawing at 
my soul remained.  I’ve come to realize, that if I had caught the bone, like the duckling hatching 
from its shell recognizing the first thing it sees as its mother, I would have ended up worshipping 
the hand that threw the bone.  
 
I believe the Lord is willing to heal physical diseases.  Is it wrong to ask for, pray for, healing?  No.  
But, to chase after it with an obsession, as if it’s our right to be healed, like God owes us this 
because of our declarations, is distracting and seemingly dangerous.  The “spotlight” shifts from 
God to us.  And, I say this living with a disease.  I’ve chased after promised healing from men whose 
physical glory continues to leak out of them.  One of them has died. 
 
In the heat of the battle, the depths of sorrow, if I believe I have a Redeemer, a Savior, I’m going to 
cry out for His mercy to save me.  That salvation, to be set free, may mean He will leave me in the 
fire of trial for the time being, or deliver me, which may mean death itself… the last death for me. 
 
Again, did He set the example for His disciples? 
 
He had a cup of suffering to face.  He knew what was going to happen (Mark 10:37-40).  As God, He 
designed it.  He prayed to the Father to stay on course.  Did He not instruct us how to?  41 Watch 
and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak [Luke 
21:35-36].  In the depths of the night of His sorrow, He proclaimed a simple but blood-felt prayer.  
Matthew 26:36-42 39 And he went a little farther, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my 
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.   
                             42 He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup 
may not pass away from me, except I drink it, thy will be done.  The Father answered, and, Jesus 
became Christ Jesus, my Redeemer and Savior.  He petitioned and I’m glad He yielded to the Father 
for what was best. 
 
It’s hard to give thanks in all things when we receive many things we grasp for that we think we’re 
entitled to.  What we grasp for becomes our focus.  We hold tightly onto, causing us to worship our 
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“prize”, because we think our success came through our diligence of going through the right 
“launch sequence” (Ecclesiastes 8:5-8;9:10-12; Job 14:1-5).   
 
Receiving God’s blessings, while living willingly in bondage to, pursuing, and trusting in the Lord, I 
can only thank God.  I now know who they’re truly from (Deuteronomy 8:10-20).  Of course, we 
tend to reject this because we’re now left at the “beckon call” of someone else—we’re asked to 
submit to someone greater than ourselves.  You have to come to know the nature of God to not 
only be okay with it, but to actually desire His sovereignty.  He only wants the best for us. 
 
It’s been the unsuccessful attempt at my own redemption of my “dreams” that has kept me 
hungering for the true Redeemer’s return.  For Christ Jesus to finish rescuing me.  To help me 
continue preparing for His return, when He finally does—when the “fall-out” from the Garden of 
Eden no longer applies. 
 
I dislike the destruction from socialism and communism of the social gospel.  Our shirt, coat, 
property, and body should not be violated.  I see the basic principles of capitalism as honoring… 
male and female created in the image of God (Isaiah 65:21-22).  But, until Jesus Christ returns to 
bring about the next age of the Kingdom of God fulfilled, He left us with the travail and captivity of 
the kingdoms of man—man’s approach at attempting to be a god.   
 
Man builds “his own city” where they break in, steal, and strike on the cheek.  We’re to respond 
by… But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, 
turn to him the other also.40 And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him 
have thy cloak also.  This is impossible to do when we’re worried about what’s for dinner, if our 
house will impress our friends, and if our clothes support the image we want to impress with.  With 
clinched fists, we try to rope the wind.  (See the PS… at the end.) 
 
Isn’t it the poor in spirit who inherit the Kingdom of God?  Seek after the “familiar spirits” from 
Satan to grasp for your kingdom in this world and you will get a fistful of what you reach for, 
temporarily.  Now, you think you’re rich (Isaiah 19:2-4; Matthew 13:21-22; Revelation 3:16-18).  Is 
this not what Satan promised Jesus in the temptation in the desert… to turn His stones into bread, 
to be king of this world?  Did not Jesus refuse these offers because He entrusted His restoration to 
glory, His redemption from the captivity of the flesh destined to the prison of the grave, to the 
Father God (Matthew 4:1-11; John 18:35-37)? 
 
Will I continue to share the Gospel of the Kingdom of God, give testimony about the truth of God’s 
Word, and bless others as I’m able?  Yes.  God is working on my heart to continue to grow in this.  
As He does, I ask myself… is my motive to rescue, save, and redeem this current fallen world, or, do 
I yield to God’s will, as set forth in His Word, on how and when He is going to redeem His faithful 
people?  
 
God is not out to redeem and restore the corrupted kingdoms of man.  Rather, He is going to 
destroy this world and its kingdoms through His wrath when Jesus Christ returns.  His judgment on 
sin in the flesh has to be carried out.  Unrighteousness has to be removed for the sake of 
righteousness to exist unhindered.  The only way to survive the removal, that happens in captivity, 
and experience the unhindered, the release of the glory of freedom, is through Jesus Christ’s 
sacrifice at the Cross.  
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Jesus Christ didn’t suffer at the Cross to save status quos and kingdoms of men (Ephesians 6:8-10; 
James 2:8-10; Romans 2:10-16; 1 Corinthians 1:28-31).  He saves people for His Kingdom. 
 
At the Cross, Jesus Christ has already completed our healing, our release from captivity and 
bondage to the sinful flesh, by our reconciliation to the God of Israel.  If we’ll receive Jesus Christ as 
Lord of our life, and yield to growing in grace and knowledge of Him while we remain in the 
captivity of this world… sin, death, and the grave no longer have dominion over us,  If we do, we’ll 
eventually enter into what is new that the God of Israel creates—the New Heavens, the New Earth, 
and the New Jerusalem (Isaiah 65:16-18; 66:21-23;2 Peter 3:12-14; Revelation 21:1-3).   
 
This is what Abraham and the others saw in Hebrews 11.  Until then, they were, and we must be, 
willing to patiently wait in captivity of our corrupted body in this cursed world until our healing is 
completed with the signature of a glorified body. 
 
Until then… 
 
Do I act like He’s God, I’m not.  Or, do I act like I’m a god.  That I can grasp what “I” want, “I” can 
create my own destiny, and “I” can grasp “my own” will.  The latter approach is common in this 
world in bondage to sin.  This is the world that Satan is the god of.  Do you really want to redeem 
this world, if you could?  Maybe, if you truly loved it the way it is (2 Corinthians 4:3-4; John 3:19-
21).   
 
I haven’t noticed where God asks us to pray for preserving the world, to rescue the Earth—to think 
we can solve all the world’s problems (Psalm 102:25-27; Hebrews 1:10-12).  We’re to pray for, 
bless, and deal peaceably with the people in our life, where God has placed us in captivity.  This 
would be the fellowship of the brethren in Christ, the nation, the state, the city, the family, and the 
people we interact with, which would include our enemies trying to hurt us (Galatians 6:9-10).   
 
How about praying for the House of Israel, the House of Judah, and Jerusalem?  As Saints, are we 
not grafted into the commonwealth of Israel (Ephesians 2:11-13; Romans 11)? 
 
If we don’t love the world as it is, and we hunger for God’s righteousness (1 John 2:15-17)… 
 
It seems like captivity, bondage, and persecution works out something in us, if we’ll yield to it 
(Romans 7:23-25; 2 Corinthians 12:9-10).  It’s called, learning to trust God, growing in faith in God 
(1 Peter 1:6-8; 5:8-10). 
 
John 15 1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.2 Every branch in me that beareth 
not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth 
more fruit. 
 
No, I’m not talking about yielding to, making peace with, the bondage of sin, living to the world.  
This, we’re to overcome (Romans 8:12-14; Colossians 3:4-6).  And, how do we? 
 
1 John 5 4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith.5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth 
that Jesus is the Son of God?6 This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+6%3A8-10%3B+James+2%3A8-10%3B+Romans+2%3A10-16%3B+1+Corinthians+1%3A28-31&version=KJV;NASB;ASV
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water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is 
truth. 
 
Do I always succeed? No, I’m not God… I wobble.  When I stumble with sin, I confess and ask God 
for forgiveness and continue to follow Christ desiring for the Holy Spirit to continue growing in my 
heart. 
 
Whether it’s idolatry, abortion, immorality, deceit, or any other sin, is it not an attempt to cast-off 
what we think is restrictive, that which hinders our ability to manifest what “we” want (experience 
our lusts)?  When we can’t, does this not lead to complaining about, and cursing at, God and men?  
We pronounce words of judgment and condemnation that only God has the right and authority to 
(Ecclesiastes 10:20; James 3:9-11; Romans 2:1-8).  To act as a god, will it not end in our demise?   
 
(Again, this is not about labeling sin and evil for what it is—we’re called to do this… to give 
testimony to the Truth, to be a light, and to judge our conduct as Saints, the Church, the 
representatives of God. Proverbs 24:21-25) 
 
What did God tell Israel in Jeremiah 29… of your brethren that are not gone forth with you into 
captivity;17 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I will send upon them the sword, the famine, and 
the pestilence, and will make them like vile figs, that cannot be eaten, they are so evil.? 
 
What did God tell us?   
 
Matthew 24 4 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.5 For 
many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.6 And ye shall hear of wars 
and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the 
end is not yet.7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall 
be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.8 All these are the beginning of 
sorrows.9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of 
all nations for my name's sake.10 And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, 
and shall hate one another.11 And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.12 And 
because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.13 But he that shall endure unto the 
end, the same shall be saved.14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for 
a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. 
 
Did God reveal, or show another example through the Prophet Jeremiah, of what Jesus Christ and 
the 12 Apostles conveyed to us as it relates to, today?  With the evidence I see and have 
experienced, I think so. 
 
Romans 8 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed 
all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.37 Nay, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him that loved us. 
 
(In one instance, when one sees the antichrist declare himself as God in the temple in Jerusalem, 
the abomination of desolation, God tells them to flee Judea into the mountains and not look back.  
But, at that time, many in Jerusalem may not view it as captivity, but rather protection, safety, and 
refuge by the promise of a false-peace unification of all Matthew 24; 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4; 1 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+10%3A20%3B+James+3%3A9-11%3B+Romans+2%3A1-8&version=KJV;NASB;ASV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+24%3A21-25&version=KJV;NASB;ASV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+24%3B+2+Thessalonians+2%3A3-4%3B+1+Thessalonians+5%3A2-4&version=KJV;NASB;ASV


10 

Thessalonians 5:2-4.  Those that flee, do they completely reject the false-peace once they witness 
the abomination of desolation?  Do they actually flee into captivity… into the protection of the God 
of Israel Revelation 12:6,14-16?   
 
Did not God pull Lot out of Sodom and Gomorrah, after asking him to flee the vile corruption of 
homosexuality?  God asks us to flee sin Genesis 19:15-17; 1 Corinthians 6:17-19; 10:13-14; 1 
Timothy 6:10-12.)  
 
Along with listening to Bill, writing the study, “In Spite of…” and the latest blog posts, has caused 
me to think about what I’ve written.   
 
From “In Spite of…” To desire and seek freedom, we have to suffer from bondage. To desire and 
seek the Kingdom of God, we have to suffer from the vile corruption of the kingdoms of man. To 
desire and seek Life, we have to suffer from death.   
 
I think about the scene with the Spirit and the Bride in the New Jerusalem. 
 
Revelation 22 17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And 
let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 
 
What kind of person, individually and collectively, does God want to be able stand with the Spirit 
and make the offer… come?  What heart, mind, and soul do we need?  What do we need to 
become to fulfill the role of a king and priest of God who will rule the nations with a rod of iron in 
the age-to-come (Revelation 2:26-28; 1 Corinthians 6:1-3)?  Will we have to totally trust in, yield to, 
and worship the God of Israel?  Will we have to love the Truth to be able to live in the City of Truth 
(Zechariah 8:2-3,15-17; Revelation 21:27; 22:14-15)?  Does God use captivity to develop this in us, 
if we’ll yield to Him? 
 
Luke 11 9 And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you.10 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and 
to him that knocketh it shall be opened.11 If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will 
he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent?12 Or if he shall ask an 
egg, will he offer him a scorpion?13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? 
 
Jeremiah 29 11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, 
and not of evil, to give you an expected end.12 Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray 
unto me, and I will hearken unto you.13 And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for 
me with all your heart.14 And I will be found of you, saith the LORD: and I will turn away your 
captivity, and I will gather you from all the nations, and from all the places whither I have driven 
you, saith the LORD; and I will bring you again into the place whence I caused you to be carried away 
captive.   
 
1 Corinthians 15 51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed,52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.53 For this corruptible must put 
on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 
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Matthew 24 29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the 
moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens 
shall be shaken:30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the 
tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory.31 And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they 
shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 
 
Ezekiel 36 35 And they shall say, This land that was desolate is become like the garden of Eden; and 
the waste and desolate and ruined cities are become fenced, and are inhabited.36 Then the heathen 
that are left round about you shall know that I the LORD build the ruined places, and plant that that 
was desolate: I the LORD have spoken it, and I will do it. 
 
Faith comes with a steep price.  It’s suffering that’s so intense one has no other option than to cry 
out to the Lord… save me!  Maybe that’s why Jesus describes what He offers as gold tried in fire… 
being much more precious than of gold that perishes.  If we don’t cry out, we’ll become hardened 
to the point our soul is destroyed.  If we genuinely cry out, Jesus Christ saves us (Revelation 3:18; 1 
Peter 1:7; Ephesians 5:26-27; Hebrews 9:13-15; Hebrews 12). 
 
It’s not an option, male and female created in the image of God have to serve a master… and, it 
can’t be two masters at once.  To find freedom from captivity is to go into captivity in captivity, to 
go into the refuge of the Lord. (Matthew 6:23-25; 11:28-30; Psalm 17:7-9; 32:6-8; Luke 13:33-35). 
 

When you know where you’re going, the road map makes sense. 
 
 
All text reference scripture quoted or discussed is King James Version unless otherwise noted.  Bold, colored lettering, brackets [my 
understanding of things right now… or possible cross-reference], and underline—mine. 

 

PS… I was going to include the following in the main body text but decided to place it here.   
 

The “city of man” in action… 
 
Similar tactics the FED and other Central Bankers employ.  Manipulate interest rates (accountability 
of money) artificially low by printing money that is not based on the true value of production and 
profitability.   
 
Easier to do if you take physical tangible money completely away and replace it with “out there 
somewhere” digital currency, or credit that has no, or little, incentive to pay back.  Your value is 
now based on the “word”, or “opinion”, of another man.  It’s no accounted to what you actually 
have in your possession, including your skill set to produce a profitable product or service that 
meets the tangible need of a person… male and female created in the image of God. 
 
Societies now believe they’re productive and wealthy through socialistic induced portfolio stock 
price growth and inflation, all the while their poverty is growing under the surface.  They’ve 
forgotten how to produce profitably with their hands.  The laws of socialistic “equal-wealth 
distribution” show that the masses love this.  No accountability, no work, while living in the 
pleasures of the theft of someone else’s labor, for now.  It’s no longer… he who sows and labors, 
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like a farmer or vineyard owner, should reap the rewards of doing so (Luke 13:6-9; Isaiah 5:3-14; 
Matthew 21:33-41). 
 
To take possession of other peoples’ property (money) unchecked with lawlessness, is what a thief 
loves.  They can have a grand party while stomping their conscience into the ground.  Then, they 
start to believe they’re powerful, wealthy, productive, and righteous (self, that is).  They start 
dictating their “social causes or views” to who they view as the “poor and stupid” who need “their 
salvation”.  They attempt to intimidate others into believing this.  They attempt to enlighten them 
with their “superior” knowledge. 
 
The mention of true gold reminds me of the Holy Spirit and His fruit, faith in God (see the essay, 
“Gotta Have Money”, on the writings page).  The printing of fiat and fake money reminds me of the 
“good works” of false-religion (isms).  They love to highlight their works, bring attention to them 
and themselves in the public square, in attempt to appease God to quell their conscience of the 
need to have their sins forgiven.  They foolishly believe the “approval rating of men” is the 
evidence that they’re successful with this bid.   
 
Wall St., CEO’s, Corporate Bankers, Central Bankers, governments, people that live it up on credit, 
and false-teacher wolves love the “cheap money”.  In attempt to keep the perks flowing, the hand 
of the hand-outs becomes popular with a “following” from the crowd.  Whose bread I eat, his song 
I’ll sing, becomes true (John 6:24-27).  It’s all about the hand-out.  It’s not about protecting and 
encouraging… male and female created in the image of God. 
 
The “noise” helps them ignore that their outstanding debt to God (that they’re sinners) makes 
them an enemy to, and separated from, Him.  They don’t want to accept the Blood of Christ (the 
payment for their debt to God) reconciling them to the God of Israel.  If they did, their popularity 
and life-style would be cramped. 
 
This is how the kingdoms of man operate, how Satan deceives.  There’s going to be a rude 
awakening—being profitable, bearing fruit of the Holy Spirit, which includes honesty and truth, is 
rewarded by the God of Israel. 
 
All it takes is an event(s) that we can’t control to remind us who has the last Word… and, then the 
markets crash (Revelation 6:12-17).  When there’s the crash, the companies overloaded with debt 
go bankrupt, many to never be seen again.  They no longer partake of the future. 
 
According to the beginning and last Word, the events will increase in intensity and frequency as we 
approach the end of the current-age.  And, in captivity, one can be delivered if they submit to the 
Lord Jesus Christ… the beginning and last Word.  If they do, they’ll partake of the Kingdom of God, 
where… increase of without end… is included in the description of, for eternity. 
 

 
520… Jeremiah 24 cross-ref scripture added 
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