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Dominion - Over or Under? 

 
Before Adam and Eve fell, God said they had dominion over all the earth.  They were not cursed 

at this point.  After they ate from “the tree of knowledge of good and evil”, they became 

cursed—God cursed the ground they were on.  It would not give man life (plants) without man 

working for that life.  This life would be a “cursed” life of thorns and thistles that bring pain, and 

not blessing, to man.   

 

Even though man came from the ground (earth), it was not until the curse that he would end up 

under the ground in a grave.  Before the fall, man had dominion over the earth; after the fall, man 

was under dominion of the earth, literally – his fate was the grave.   

 

I use the word “was” because the Blood and Water from Christ’s body (Christ’s Life) that 

entered into the ground at the Cross did not stay in the ground (for, on the third day He arose 

from the ground with His Life).  Our faith in this removes our fate of the grave.  We are no 

longer under the dominion of grave (ground, earth); rather, we are now over the grave (ground, 

earth) – we have dominion over.  

 

Does this give us dominion over earth and creation again?  I’m not saying we have it all under 

control … for we’re still flesh—our glorified time is coming.   

 

Instead of worshiping and serving the earth and creation, do we… rather… recognize that it’s 

here to serve us for our use and enjoyment so we dress and keep (manage) it accordingly?  It’s 

here to prepare us for our glorified time.   

 

Why does society seem to focus, worry, and fret about the earth and its environment?   There 

seems to be a fear about creation in that how it cannot support us so we must support it.   There 

seems to be more focus on the care of animals, and outrage about their death and abuse, that that 

of children—all in the name of… “the animals are helpless”.  What about a child that depends on 

us adults for its well being?  The difference being that a child is created in God’s image to have 

dominion “over” the earth and its creation including animals.   

 

Dominion over does not give us the heart to “abuse”, but we have the right and privilege to 

“use”, yes, for our pleasure and benefit.   My experience has been that when I have worshipped 

(given my attention to) a person, or interest, expecting to get “life” out of them, the worshipped 

dominates me.  I end up serving them… not the other way around.   

 

I would rather “choose” having dominion over through God’s gift of grace to me by Christ at the 

Cross than, “to be under the dominion of”. 

 

All reference scripture quoted or discussed is King James Version unless otherwise noted. 

Bold & underline – mine. 

 
26

And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all 

the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. Genesis 1:26 
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17
And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten 

of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground 

for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 
18

Thorns also and thistles 

shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field;  
19

In the sweat of thy face 

shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust 

thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.  Genesis 3:17-19 

33
But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs:  

34
But 

one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and 

water.  John 19:33-34 

6
He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee, 

7
Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and 

the third day rise again.  
8
And they remembered his words, Luke 24:6-8 
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And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: 1 

Corinthians 15:4 

13
Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is 

written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: Galatians 3:13 

9
Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more 

dominion over him. 

14
For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.  

18
Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. Romans 6 

10
For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 

more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. Romans 5:10 

25
Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more 

than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. Romans 1:25 

18
For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the 

glory which shall be revealed in us.  
19

For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the 

manifestation of the sons of God.  
20

For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, 

but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope, 
21

Because the creature itself also 

shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children 

of God. 
22

For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until 

now. Romans 8:18-22 

17
Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain 

riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; 1 Timothy 6:17 
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